[Platelet inhibition and activation. Mechanisms and clinical implications].
The sensitivity to activation of platelets is part of the delicate equilibrium differentiating hemostasis from thrombosis. Under physiological conditions it is maintained by downregulating platelet activity and removing agonists. Under pathologic conditions the clinician tries to restore this equilibrium with pharmaceutical drugs. The results obtained by such treatments are steadily improving but there is still need for better knowledge of the mechanisms involved and for alternative inhibitors.